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openly proclaimed his repudiation of the Treaty of Yandabo.
Wild rumours of a Burmese plan to attack Tenasserim were
fanned by a significant outbreak of dacoity in the Salween
neighbourhood, and even more so by a royal visit to Rangoon
in October 1841 which was of the nature of a military demon-
stration. Nothing came of these incidents: Tharrawaddy was
shrewd enough not to push things too far. But he also began to
show symptoms of insanity. It started with fits of ungovernable
rage, during which he might indulge in shocking cruelties. At
last his conduct became so dangerous that in 1845 his sons put
him under restraint. He died in the following year and was
succeeded by his eldest son, Pagan Min.
It was a clear case of £from the frying-pan into the fire'. The
new king began, as was usual, by murdering a large number of
his relatives. But the bloodbath did not end there: during his
first two years there are said to have been no less than 6000
executions. He rarely attended to business, and local officers
could do much as they pleased, so long as the due amount of
revenue found its way into the Treasury. How long he would
have remained on the throne, had he not drifted into war with
the British, it is impossible to say.
The Second Burmese War arose out of a series of incidents
apparently so trivial, that Richard Cobden in England made a
slashing attack on the Governor-General of India, Lord
Dalhousie, for his conduct of the negotiations leading up to it.
For some years after the withdrawal of the Residency, Calcutta
was plagued with complaints about ill-treatment by Burmese
officials made by British subjects resident in or trading to
Rangoon. Some of them were palpably frivolous, others
exaggerated. In Lord Dalhousie's early days as Governor-
General, while his main attention was directed to settling
accounts with the Sikhs, little heed could be paid to complaints
from Rangoon. But the time came when his hands were free:
and it was his opinion that British prestige in the East demanded
that the Burma nettle should be firmly grasped.
In 1851, Maung Ok, the Governor of Pegu Province, and
no lover of the British, plainly overstepped the mark by arrest-
ing two respectable British sea captains on frivolous charges of
murder, in order to extort from them and their crews a large

